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Co-Chairs’ introduction  
by Rev Ian Wallace, Co-Chair 

 

When we revised the constitution 3 years ago, we envisaged that a time might 
come when we wanted people from overseas to be able to participate in our 
governance meetings, so included a provision allowing participation by electronic 
means.  Little did we know that we would be relying on that provision to allow 
members from Reading, Leeds, Salisbury, Nottingham, etc. to participate in this 
year’s Annual Meeting!  We can thank God for the wonders of Zoom.  Although it 
wasn’t quite the same as meeting together in London, it was really encouraging 
to see so many of you on my computer screen for our AGM in September and 
attendance (from the comfort of your own homes) was significantly higher than 
in previous years.  Although we are hoping that we will be able to meet face-to-
face next summer, we will continue to provide a Zoom option for those of you for 
whom travel is now more difficult. 
 

It was also a delight to welcome Archbishop Justin Badi to the AGM via Zoom.  
One of the exciting pieces of news that he shared with us was the progress that is 
being made in developing the Episcopal University.  This is an exciting venture 
which will link together several of the existing Bible Colleges and also develop a 
new campus on land donated by the Rokon community, 60 km from Juba. 
Because this is such a significant project for ECSS we have decided to devote part 
of this Review to giving you a better insight into the work being done to develop 
the University—see article on page 12. 
 

Sadly, Archbishop Ezekiel was unable to join us at the AGM owing to a power-cut 
in Khartoum, but, had he been with us, he would probably have mentioned the 
exciting work being done in the north to develop the curriculum and facilities at 
Shokai Bible Training Institute and to link it with the Alexandria School of 
Theology.  One of our trustees, Revd. Andrew Wheeler, is working closely with 
the Principal at SBTI to support this development and it was featured in our 
Spring 2020 review.  
 

We have a strong educational theme this time round with news about the Juba 
Diocesan Model Secondary School  and clinical training of students too. We hope 
very much that you will enjoy reading this Review and that it will help to inform 
your prayers for our brothers & sisters in both Sudan and South Sudan.     

                     Ian 
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Juba Diocesan Model Secondary 
School (JDMSS) was founded in Juba 
in 2005, shortly after the signing of 
the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement, by my predecessor, 
Commander Richard Dean RN. 
Essentially founded from scratch, it 
was started in response to a request 
from the Archbishop of Sudan at the 
time, The Most Reverend Joseph 
Marona, for a church secondary 
school to be built in Juba, where the 
church was already running 10 
primary schools.   

An Episcopal Church of Sudan school, 

it was initially supported by St 
Francis Church, Salisbury, who had 
undertaken to renovate their own 
church and, at the same time, pledge 
£40,000 to be seed money for a 
project in South Sudan.  Construction 
commenced and, in April 2007, the 
school opened its doors to its first 
intake of students. The Friends of 
JDMSS has provided support that has 
enabled the growth of the School 
ever since. 

Over the last 13 years, JDMSS has 
developed into one of the leading 
secondary schools in South Sudan, a 

 

Juba Diocesan Model Secondary School   
- the story so far 

By Colonel (Retired) Charlie Thackway MBE, Chair of Trustees, Friends of JDMSS 
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country where access to secondary 
education is scarce; total enrolment 
is around 10%.   

The School Sign at the Main gate 
includes the strap line: ‘Quality 
Education with Christian Values’. 
Christian values are all important at 
the school. At Daily Assembly, it is 
students who lead worship and 
prayers, praying for their teachers, 
their School & their Country.  
 

Typically, students enter at the age 
of 14 and graduate at 18, taking 
South Sudan Certificate of Education 
exams at that point. However, 
instability has meant that there is 
much more diversity age-wise 
amongst the students.  There are 
885 students across the 4-year 
groups, with applications heavily 
outnumbering places. Generous 

supporters in the UK ensure that, 
each year, over 25 students from 
needy homes are given bursaries, 
providing £150 for each of the four 
years of schooling. There are now 
200 sponsored students at the 
School, 110 sponsored by Salisbury 
Diocese and 90 supported by the 
Rotary Club of Canterbury.    

The school is attracting much 
international attention due to its 

excellent standards. In March (prior 
to the lockdown), Her Royal 
Highness the Countess of Wessex 
visited students as part of an official 
visit to South Sudan. JDMSS was 
selected because of its excellent 
reputation and the fact that it 
benefits from UK Government aid via 
the Girls Education in South Sudan 
programme.  

Students leading morning assembly 
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Of course, Covid-19 has hit schools 
everywhere particularly hard.  The 
pandemic reached South Sudan on 
5th April. According to the UN, South 
Sudan is particularly vulnerable, with 
social isolation a virtual impossibility. 
JDMSS had to close its doors to 
students with just a day’s notice. 

Immediately, headteacher Robert 
Kei called a meeting of all staff and it 
was agreed that teachers would set 
worksheets for the students so that 
their education could continue. With 
online working not being a viable 
option, photocopying worksheets 
using a copier funded by Salisbury 
Diocese has been ongoing since 
them.  Students collect the 
worksheets and bring them back for 
marking, often travelling from far 
afield. One student, the daughter of 
a clergyman, travels in from an IDP 
camp near the Ugandan border to 
collect her worksheets and to drop 
off those she has completed.  

As restrictions are eased, students 
are gradually returning to the school.  
On 5th October, 54 final year 
students returned and will sit their 
exams in November, graduating on 
schedule ahead of Christmas.   

To find out more about the school & 
how Friends of JDMSS support it, 
please do visit our website at 
www.jdmss.co.uk.  Sponsorships are 
always needed as are other 
donations to improve the school’s 
infrastructure.  Many thanks to all 
those who pray for and donate to 
JDMSS; both are essential to the 
continuance of the school.   

Headteacher Robert Kei with  

Dr Margaret Griffin, Educational Advisor 

from Friends of JDMSS 

Left: Teachers’ computer training using 

the JDMSS ICT facility 

http://www.jdmss.co.uk
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Sudan Cards  

Original Designs and Commissions 

Keith Whittock is an individual who supports the Church in Sudan through 

the making and selling of cards. Since 1995 Keith has been designing and 

selling cards to raise funds for the Sudan link. Keith is now willing to take 

commissions for card designs. 

If you are interested in what he does, and would like to order some cards 

to support the Church in Sudan please get in touch with him. Contact 

details are:  01305 871217 or email keithdwhittock@outlook.com 

ECSS takes delivery of a plane 

The Episcopal Church of South Sudan is pleased 

to have received its first six-seater plane for 

mission. It is named Episcopal Air Laja Laka.    

‘Laja Laka’ means ‘Good News’ in Jur Mödö 

language.  

The plane will be stationed in Amadi Internal 

Province (Diocese of Yeri). The ECSS are very 

grateful and thank their friends who have 

donated it to them and the government for 

granting  the license for operation.  
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In these extraordinary times, the 
Church Association for Sudan & 
South Sudan has found itself moving 
with the technological advances that 
many will be familiar with from their 
work meetings or family 
conversations.   So it was that the 
2020 AGM was held on the morning 
of 23rd September 2020 via the 
medium of Zoom.   

 

Led by Rev’d Ian Wallace, CASSS co-
chair, we were lucky to have 34 
participants logging on to our Zoom, 
with several of these being 
accompanied by another person.  A 
number commented that this was a 
higher number than has been seen 
at our usual AGMs in recent years.  
Rev’d Pauline Walker, Ian’s co-chair, 
was also with us.   Other attendees 
included Bishop Anthony Poggo and, 
for a time, Archbishop Justin Badi 
Arama.  We had hoped that Bishop 
Anthony’s wife, Mrs Jane Namurye, 
would also join us but sadly she was 
unable to.     

Ian commenced by reflecting on Paul 
& Silas’s missionary journey in the 
Book of Acts, accompanied as it was 
by many ups and downs.  The 
parallel for ourselves as members of 
CASSS was that we needed to bear in 
mind that the spread of the Gospel, 
in whatever form it takes, is not 
always straightforward.  Therefore, 
we should not be phased by 
challenges but be doggedly 
determined to spread the Word, 
proclaiming God in every situation.   

 

After a short time of prayer, Ian gave 
a brief update from the 2 countries 
covering the year 2019.  In Sudan, 
there has been the overthrow of the 
government of Omar al-Bashir, 
leading to a more permissive 
environment for many Christians.  In 
South Sudan, developments in the 
church had been progressing as a 
result of the work of Archbishop 
Justin.  In November 2019, a small 
party from CASSS was able to travel 
to Juba and cement the relationship 
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with Archbishop Justin, helpfully 
clarifying the relationship between 
the ECSS and CASSS. More recently, 
South Sudan has seen significant 
flooding, while both countries have 
suffered as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

 

Pauline was then able to give us an 
update from South Sudan. Whilst the 
cathedral in Juba is now operating an 
online service, other ECSS churches 
are now starting to open their doors 
once again to worshippers.    This is 
hugely encouraging and the 
Archbishop’s focus on discipleship 
has been significant in this.  There is 
a continuing need, however, for 
prayer to guard against politics 
infiltrating parts of the church.   

We were pleased to welcome a new 
trustee, Elizabeth Newport, who has 
a long history of work in Sudan for 
Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Some of 
her work has been in 
communications and she is an 
excellent addition to the trustee 
team.   

 

We were extremely grateful that 
Archbishop Justin then joined the 
meeting.  He was able to give us 
more detail on the floods that we 
had heard about and which had seen 
thousands displaced.  The economic 
situation is also challenging, with 
hyperinflation leading to increasing 

Below: Archbishop Justin speaking to the 

AGM attendees via Zoom 
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prices in the marketplace. There 
have been challenges associated 
with Covid-19 but restrictions are 
now easing (with some children now 
returning to school) and some 
churches have been open since early 
September.  In terms of 
developments, the ECSS has now 
started refurbishing the Guesthouse 
in Juba, which is very encouraging.  A 
replacement is also being sought for 
Bishop Fraser Yugu Elias, the former 
Assistant Bishop of Juba, who died 
earlier this year.  

 

Other updates from South Sudan 
came from Revd Andy Wheeler, who 
spoke about the new Episcopal 
University and one of its colleges, 
Bishop Gwynne College.  The latter 
now has 140 enrolled students but is 
teaching remotely.  The new chapel 
is expected to be dedicated in 
November, with the college 
reopening to students in January 
2021.   

 

Sadly, due to technical difficulties, 
Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo was 
unable to join us from Khartoum.  
However, he had sent a report 
covering the situation in Sudan.  
Overall, churches have been 
cautious on their walk with changes 
in the country.  Archbishop Ezekiel 
has been careful to keep the ECS out 

of politics and the situation is still 
described as ‘transitional.’  There is a 
chance that the military will move to 
fill any perceived power vacuum. 
Floods and high inflation have also 
been seen in Sudan, along with cases 
of Covid-19, and therefore there is a 
renewed emergence of aid supplies 
in some areas.  The prime minister, 
Abdalla Hamdok, also needs prayers 
as he seeks to change the apostasy 
laws; Sudan is still seen as a bastion 
of militant Islam.  

 

Finally, ahead of a time of prayer, 
Revd Andy Wheeler briefed us on 
developments at the Shokai Bible 
Training Institute.  The 50th 
Anniversary celebrations have been 
postponed until November 2021 but 
a 10-year development plan at the 
Institute is still being drawn up.   

 

Very many thanks to all who 
attended and contributed.  

 

Next year’s AGM has been 
tentatively arranged for  

16th June 2021,  
potentially again via Zoom.  

Details will follow in due 
course and, as ever, all are 

welcome to attend.       
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Since James Stileman’s article in the Spring edition of this magazine, the 
Jonglei Health Sciences Institute (JHSI) in Bor, South Sudan has faced 
challenges on all fronts. The Institute shut its doors to students due to the 
enforced closure of all educational institutions as a result of COVID-19. The 
worst floods in decades have also hit the region, leading to a humanitarian 
crisis with thousands displaced. Further afield in Jonglei, at least 23 people 
were killed in an attack on an ECSS church in August, including children. 
Across the nation, locusts have ravaged crops.   
Against this seemingly hopeless backdrop, God is at work. Christian 
missionaries Drs Anil and Shalini Cherian, the JHSI directors who also have a 
role as health advisors to the ECSS, have resumed teaching their cohort of 
clinical officer and midwifery students – despite some having to swim to 
attend. The Lord provided funds through generous supporters of Anglican 
International Development (AID) to supply Personal Protective Equipment for 
use in Bor and after several setbacks, the consignment arrived in August. And 
it is just as well, because three JHSI students tested positive for COVID-19 at 
the beginning of November, thankfully without serious symptoms.   
Please continue to pray for the Cherians and the JHSI, that God would use 
them to bring about His great plan in Bor and the rest of South Sudan. For 
more details about the JHSI see the AID website: 
 

www.anglicaninternationaldevelopment.org 

NEWS 

FROM 

BOR 
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by Hanna John MPhil, Trustee of ECSSSUP 

Just before dawn, it’s quiet and the sun is rising slowly as we gather in the 

courtyard. One of the bishops is late and Archbishop Justin Badi wonders 

whether we should leave without him. Finally, he arrives and, following a 

prayer and a rendition of ‘To God be the glory’, we pile into a convoy of cars. 

We’re making our way on the bumpy new road from Juba to Rokon. It’s just 

under 60km but takes nearly four hours. We’re travelling as The Episcopal 

University (TEU) and ECSSSUP 

(Episcopal Church of South Sudan & 

Sudan University Partnership), the UK 

charity supporting the development 

of this new university in South Sudan. 

It’s a momentous occasion, matched 

by the crowd of singing and dancing 

women who greet the Archbishop’s 

convoy. 

The community of Rokon has given TEU 12km² of land to develop the 

administrative hub of the university, alongside a peace and conflict 

management centre and community facilities. 

It’s pertinent we’re here, for Rokon faced much of the devastation from the 

conflicts in the country over the past decades and now, as Archbishop Justin 

says during his speech, “maybe God has a plan to make this a centre of 

construction where previously it’s been a centre of destruction.” 

It all began almost as a dream back in 2010: A new university in South Sudan 

The welcome at Rokon 
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providing high quality education to 

develop the doctors, nurses, teachers, 

entrepreneurs and leaders the country 

desperately needs. The Episcopal Church 

of South Sudan (ECSS) commissioned a 

feasibility study and report in 2011. This 

was carried out by Dr Eeva John and Dr 

Ruth Eade, who proposed a multi-campus 

model based on the existing higher 

education colleges they assessed. ECSS 

endorsed the plan and when Dr Joseph Bilal  was commissioned in 2013 as 

the Programme Director based out of Juba, The Episcopal University started 

to become a reality. 

Over seven years, college assessments and strategy workshops with each of 

ECSS’s higher education colleges were completed, TEU’s vision, mission and 

values were agreed, government registration achieved, TEU’s core staff team 

recruited and a Governing Council and Senate established.  

Now, land is secured 

for our Rokon 

campus. These 

achievements prove 

that a dream 

becomes reality, all 

thanks to the 

dedication, courage 

and unfailing belief in 

the power of 

education of Joseph, 

Archbishop Justin, 

the TEU staff team, and the participating colleges. 

 
continued overleaf... 

Dr Joseph Bilal 

Strategy workshops with college staff 
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But there is so much yet to do. TEU’s key priorities over the next few years 

include: 

 Establishing a “Foundation Programme” to bridge the gap between 

school and university 

 Developing a common curriculum across all colleges in core subjects to 

ensure high quality teaching and fair assessments 

 Strengthening the academic infrastructure, including a student 

database, financial systems and online learning materials 

 Constructing the central campus in Rokon and involving the local 

community in its design and development – starting with a fence, to 

signify the land really is ours  

 Staff professional development to ensure the best quality learning 

experience for students 

 

ECSSSUP supports this by working shoulder-to-shoulder with TEU in 

fundraising, publicity, advice and guidance. Caroline Welby is our new patron 

and we’re recruiting board members with fundraising experience. We’ve 

TEU Staff team (plus some ECSSSUP trustees)  

Photos: ECSSSUP 
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committed to funding TEU staff salaries, even throughout Covid-19, and so 

welcome regular donations. To find out more, visit www.ecsssup.org and feel 

free to contact us – we’d love to hear from you. 

Sometimes it feels like the dream is too big and the challenges too great. But 

as Archbishop Justin Badi said, quoting Matthew 13:31-32, “The Kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed … though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet 

when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds come and perch in its branches … here we have brought a seed and 

planted it in South Sudan – a seed of love, education and living peacefully.” 

 

2021 A5 size Sudan picture  
calendar available from  
 

sudanlinkcontact@gmail.com 

cost £3 including postage 

payable to CASSS Bank account 
20-76-92      63265064 

The Episcopal Church 

of Sudan  

partners with 

http://www.ecsssup.org
mailto:sudanlinkcontact@gmail.com
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2020 would have been our 4th year of training South Sudan Peoples’ Defence 

Force (SSPDF) Chaplains. Three missions each year has enabled us to train 296 

Chaplains, 9 of whom have formed a training team, and so far, 4 have joined the 

Flame teams. Our last training took place in Wau, in late January 2020, working 

with Internal Archbishop Moses Deng Bol, 5 Division SSPDF and the Diocese. The 

2020 June and October missions have been postponed. Challenges arose during 

the year around the issue of visas, but an extraordinary God-given intervention by 

the Charge d’Affaires in the London Embassy, Ambassador Maker Ayuel Deng, and 

the Office of the President in Juba caused the visas to be released just days before 

we were due to fly. In addition to training Chaplains we have continued to spend 

one week with the Pastors, Leaders, and Mothers Union. 

We are always encouraged when we receive positive reports from Government 

officials and senior military officers, when they see changes in the lives of the 

Chaplains. We are delighted when Generals and senior Officers attend the training 

and then release the Chaplains to train others in their Barracks and Communities. 

Seeing senior Government officers, Brigadiers and Colonels attend the SSPDF 

Conferences, and participate fully in the training, delighted to experience for 

themselves the healing power of forgiveness, and come to the foot of the Cross, 

brings tears to our eyes.  

 

One of the Brigadiers shared that his brother was in 

Australia and had not communicated with the 

family. He was very concerned and shamed at this 

behaviour. Every day he worried about it until in the 

workshop he gave his brother to Jesus and finally 

found relief. He was a changed man. 

One of the officers had to forgive his nephew for 

assisting in killing his father. He said he had 

forgiven, but not completely, however after the 

teaching, he completely forgave his nephew.  

REPORT FROM FLAME INTERNATIONAL 
ON TRAINING FOR SSPDF CHAPLAINS 
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 These testimonies, and many others, show how inner healing is brought about 

by understanding the Word of God, appropriating it for themselves, and taking 

the same message to others in their barracks and 

communities. It empowers the individual and helps 

promote Christian values and peaceful co-existence by 

respecting others and treating others in a different 

way. 

In October 2019 we had the privilege of working in 

Pagak on the Ethiopian border where there had been 

fighting between the Government Forces and those In 

Opposition. As part of the peace building effort a mix 

of Chaplains and Pastors from both sides joined the 

Flame training. As a result, both parties pledged to 

work together and we later heard that there had been 

a change in the town, they were working together and 

asking for a Flame team to return. We praise God 

when we see the work of God bring peaceful outcomes. 

We received the news that one of the leaders of the Chaplains, Pastor Paul Kuol 

Deng, died in Khartoum hospital on Sunday 23 August. We believe it was 

COVID19, but this is not confirmed. Paul has been working with us in Juba and 

was a Flame team member in Wau. He was a young man with good years ahead 

of him. He leaves a family in Kakuma Refugee Camp. Please pray for his family, 

and for the Chaplains. 

Finally, to end on a high note, whilst we cannot go to South Sudan we joined in 

prayer through Zoom on 25 June. About 60 Flame supporters, for the first time, 

met some of our South Sudanese Bishops, Pastors and Chaplains whom they had 

been praying for over the years. We prayed in small groups split geographically, 

each group with a Bishop, Pastor or Chaplain from that location. We were also 

thoroughly blessed by Archbishop Justin Badi Arama joining us for about 30 

minutes at the start of the prayer meeting. We praise God for these wonderful 

opportunities. 

May God continue to richly bless you as you serve Him. 

Flame International – Releasing God’s Healing, Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

PO Box 424, Aldershot, Hants GU11 9ER | +44 (0)1252 336509 | 
www.flameinternational.org       Charity No. 1096374 

 “You are a military 

people, with a retired 

general as leader. 

These days there is 

much corruption. You 

bring us out from 

corruption to be a 

Godly people. We do 

not fit with corruption 

now; you have 

brought us out”. 

http://www.flameinternational.org/
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T here was a wonderfully generous 
response to the Bishop’s July Appeal 
for funds for ‘SOAP AND FOOD’. The 
target of £50,000 seemed optimistic, 
given that we were competing with 
so many worthy causes that needed 
financial help. In the end, our target 
was exceeded by more than 50%, 
gathering in £78,600. This is to be 
equally shared by the Episcopal 
Church of South Sudan (ECSS) and 
the Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS).  
 

Payment of the Sudan share, 
£39,300, has been made to the ECS 
via the Diocese of Leeds which also 
has links to Sudan and is also 
contributing its own Special Appeal 
for Relief. These funds will be spent 
on feeding programmes given 
Archbishop Ezekiel’s foresight that 
increasing numbers of his people 

were and still are in danger of 
starvation. He memorably said: “My 
people would rather die of Covid 
than hunger” and this became a 
slogan for our campaign. The very 
serious collapse of the economy of 
Sudan has been caused by a number 
of damaging developments including 
severe flooding and the consequent 
loss of crops, real fear of the effects 
of the Covid pandemic and 
increasing unemployment with 
continuing uncertainty about the 
stability of the government and the 
role of ‘hardliners’. 
 

Before making payments from the 
appeal to the ECSS, we are awaiting 
essential details from the church’s 
South Sudanese Development and 
Relief Agency (SSUDRA) Covid Task 
Force on how and where their funds 
will be spent and how they will be 

SUCCESS OF THE DIOCESE 
OF SALISBURY’S SUDANS 

COVID APPEAL 2020 

About the Collection for Christians in Jerusalem 

2 Corinthians 9: 11-12 NLT Bible 

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can 
always be generous. And when we take your gifts to 

those who need them, they will thank God. So two good 
things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs 
of the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will 

joyfully express their thanks to God. 
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accounted for. We are ready to make 
payments the moment we receive 
such confirmations. 
 

A heart-felt thank you to everyone 
involved in our Sudans Covid Appeal 
from within our Diocese and beyond; 
to those who donated and those 
who through their hard work and 
dedication made it happen and 
achieved this grand result. 
 

There are also some very impressive 
local Covid initiatives underway. One 
example is that Bishop Abraham of 
Aweil, with the support from the 
Aweilian diasporas in the United 
States, Canada and Australia and the 

local UNMISS and UNDP teams has 
put together a comprehensive WASH 
and protection programme at a cost 
of some US$87,000 (£67,000) for the 
Greater Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
area. 
 

Another example is Christian Relief 
and Education for South Sudan 
(CRESS) funding a ‘Loud Hailer’ 
project, providing loud hailers to 
communicate hygiene and health 
information to refugees in camps in 
Uganda which have populations of 
120,000 to 400,000 people.  

(from the Salisbury Sudans Link Bulletin – 
Oct 2020) 

The conference that was planned for this summer has been delayed until 

2022. This consequence of the COVID pandemic was a great disappointment 

causing such a long delay until we can meet the Sudans’ Bishops and 

celebrate our link with them. Many of you had offered to host our visitors 

and we hope you will still be able to do so the year after next. In the 

meantime, the Bishops have a vital role in their Dioceses leading, providing 

pastoral support and co-ordinating volunteer and support services.   
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

 

 

Legacy for Theological 

Training  

Bishop Allison Theological College 

(BATC) is to benefit from a substantial 

legacy from the late Jane Pelly. The 

College is currently relocated from Yei 

to Arua in Uganda. Jane had extensive 

experience of teaching in Nigeria but 

also spent two spells working at BATC 

in her retirement. The legacy has been 

vested in the Salisbury Diocesan Board 

of Finance and will be administered by 

a small advisory group.  

 

Salisbury-Sudans Medical Link  

During 2019, three consignments were sent 

to destinations in Western Equatoria. The 

health kits were airlifted, often by MAF, to 

airfield hubs at Maridi mostly for onward 

distribution to Ezo, Olo, Rasolo, Yabongo, 

Yabua and Yambio. A further two 

consignments were delivered earlier this 

year before the onset of the pandemic. 

Typically, the kits are made up of painkillers, 

simple antibiotics, anti-malarials; and drugs 

against upper respiratory tract infections, 

worms, diarrhoea and dehydration, etc. 

Supplies of dressings, disinfectant, 

thermometers, etc are included where 

space allows.  The link is also supporting the 

training of clinical officer students, nurses, 

midwives and laboratory technicians who, 

against the odds, are still attending classes. 

Sudanese Christian, Muslim Leaders Agree to Promote Religious Freedom 
taken from an article by Michael Atit, Voice of America 

 
KHARTOUM - Sudanese Muslim and Christian religious leaders have agreed to join 
forces and promote religious freedom in the country, now that the Islamist 
government of Omar al-Bashir is out of power and a recently signed peace deal 
includes language saying freedom of religion is a human right. At the end of a two-
day conference in October, the religious leaders signed a declaration to promote 
peace and freedom of worship among all Sudanese communities and to encourage 
community dialogue among people of different faiths. 
 
William Delvin, co-chair of the Khartoum-based organization Unity International, 
said the declaration paves the way for religious freedom in Sudan after decades of 
strict Islamist rule. He called on Muslims and Christians to forget the past and work 
together to build a new Sudan where citizens are treated equally. 
 
Delvin praised the transitional government under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok for enacting religious reforms. 
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ECSS Guest House Renovation, Juba 

Work is underway on an ambitious programme to refurbish and renovate the ECSS 

Guesthouse in Juba.  The renovation involves the joining of two of the old buildings 

together – outer walls have been removed to shore up foundations and the site 

levelled.  Half of the money is already available but the rest of the money is still to 

be raised. Dioceses in South Sudan have been asked to contribute but Covid has 

reduced their Sunday offerings so these contributions are likely to be delayed. 

The plans are for 42 bedrooms in the first phase (16 more in the second phase) 

together with 2 meeting rooms also available for rent.  It is planned that this will 

raise vital ongoing income for the ECSS to support its ministry. If anyone would like 

to contribute to this project, please contact our Hon Treasurer, John Poole—

contact details on page 2. 

Photo: ECSS 

Don’t forget the opportunity to order your 

postage stamps, Christmas and regular, 

from the mint stamps team who raise 

money for CASSS by their sale. 

Order directly on line from the CASSS 

website:  
    https://www.casss.org.uk/mint-stamps/ 
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 "Give soap, and you give life"  
Patricia Parker MBE, Founder Kids for Kids  

 

 “Bad news is doubly terrible when one’s worst fears materialise. 

We have been dreading the news that COVID-19 had reached 

Darfur. Now it is there. People are dying in North Darfur, but there 

is no proper diagnosis, so no one knows how many already have 

the virus.  10 or 12 ‘elderly’ people were dying every day in both 

towns even initially. Elderly in Darfur is anyone over the age of 50. 

There is no health care, so few people report symptoms. Children 

are malnourished, so in Darfur they will die. No-one will ever know 

how many people die from it.”  

There are no ventilators and no oxygen in 

hospitals. There is no treatment. Social 

distancing is almost an impossibility. An entire 

family sleeps in a small straw hut. People have 

to go to market. They eat with their hands 

from a communal bowl. Patricia says, “Here we 

are told to wash our hands. In Darfur, people 

are struggling to feed their children. They 

cannot afford soap, but it is their only defence.”  

For almost 20 years Kids for Kids has been providing sustainable projects to 

communities across Darfur – now they are funding the provision of 5 bars of 

soap to every family in all the 105 villages Kids for Kids has adopted since 

2001.  

Kids for Kids is not an emergency organisation but COVID-19, the pandemic 

sweeping the world, could not be more dangerous than in Darfur. People’s 

illnesses are seldom treated. Diabetes is almost endemic especially in older 

men, the most vulnerable group. More details of their work and their latest 

appeal to provide soap can be found at:  www.kidsforkids.org.uk  
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 THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION FOR SUDAN & SOUTH SUDAN 
Registered Charity No 1180881.  

MEMBERSHIP 

Anyone who wishes to support the purposes of CASSS and shares its Christian 
convictions is welcome to apply to become a member by signing up on the website or 

by completing the form below and sending it to the Membership Secretary.  
Other donations, in addition to membership, are also welcome. 

Members receive the CASSS magazine ‘Review’ twice per year and may vote at any general 

meeting of CASSS, including the election of trustees.  The current membership subscription is a 

minimum donation of £20 per year, which may be paid via the website, or by Standing Order, 

cheque or bank transfer. A Standing Order form will be sent on request. 

CASSS Bank details: Barclays Bank  Sort Code: 20-76-92   Account: 63265064 

For members and those who sign up for the e-mail newsletter CASSS needs to hold limited 
personal information, such as name and address, for the purposes of communicating with you 
and confirming legal requirements surrounding Gift Aid. This information is stored securely 
and is only used for CASSS purposes.  It will not be provided to any third party other than a 
postal delivery agent contracted to send out our publications (e.g. The Review) or an e-mail 
agent used to send electronic communications (e.g. MailChimp), who will only use the 
information for CASSS purposes. 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Send to: Mr Andrew Persson (CASSS), 1 Rutters Close, Kidlington, OX5 1SN 
E-mail: andrew.m.persson@gmail.com 

NAME/S:  _____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________ POSTCODE:__________________ 

 

SIGNATURE/S:  ____________________________________ Date _________________ 

If you would like to receive our e-mail bulletins of church news from Sudan and South Sudan, 

please provide your e-mail address/es  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________ 

Please tick this box if your donations would be eligible for Gift Aid . We will be in contact with 

you to ask you to sign a Gift Aid declaration ❑ 
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Libya 

Chad 

Central 

African 

Republic 

Democratic 

Republic 

of Congo 

Uganda 

Kenya 

Ethiopia 

Eritrea 

For contact details for the Provinces and Dioceses for the  

Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS) & the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan (ECSS) see ‘About the churches’ on the website. 

www.casss.org.uk 


