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Co-Chairs’ introduction 

by the Revd Pauline Walker 

Welcome to the Spring 2022 edition of the Magazine.  As I write this we are fast 
coming up to the AGM (see page 25 for full details).  

How quickly the world is changing around us. And how hard it is sometimes to 
work out how, in the midst of all that is going on, to respond to the challenges in 
other parts of the world as well as to our own. Yet how privileged we are to be 
children of God leading us through some of the difficulties around us.  

We are doubly privileged to be in close touch with our brothers and sisters in 
Sudan and South Sudan, sharing in some of both their joys and their difficulties. 
Archbishop Justin Badi, who is currently trying to take a brief well-earned rest 
break from the enormous pressures of his role as Primate of South Sudan, is 
finding it impossible to completely switch off from the demands on him, so we 
need to pray for strength, energy and sufficient restorative rest for him and for 
all the Church leaders as we continue to support them. John Poole’s article (page 
4) in this magazine draws our attention to the fact that: “It is remarkable that of 
the 200 poorest dioceses in the worldwide Anglican Communion, a third of them 
are in the Sudans. We are committed to supporting the ministry and mission of 
some of the poorest globally.”   At CASSS we do most of our work through helping 
to provide training and resources for the leaders so they can do their jobs more 
effectively as they minister holistically to the people in this context.  

We are fortunate that some CASSS Trustees and members have been able to 
travel there recently and you will see their reports in this edition. Some were 
able to stay at the newly renovated ECSS Guest House for which we have been 
providing finance (see Autumn 2021 Review) and we will hear some of the news 
from these trips at our AGM.  

The church is involved in education and training at every level. While much of the 
effort has gone into establishing primary and secondary schools and training 
Christian leaders, we hope that Canon Revd Dr Joseph Bilal will be updating us at 
the AGM on the progress of the Episcopal University that the ECSS is building. 
Canon Joseph was given the task of leading the whole building and development 
project for the university and has been working faithfully against many difficulties 
to bring it to fruition.  

Visitors from outside the Sudans can be an enormous encouragement to the 
people. As you will see on page 12, the Pope and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
will be visiting Juba in July, and I can add here the very special news for South 
Sudanese that they will probably be accompanied by Bishop Anthony Poggo, who 

contd on page 7…. 
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On a recent Sunday evening in Khartoum I spoke to a Ugandan business man 
at a neighbouring table.  He asked whether there were any churches in 
Sudan as he had not found any.  I explained how marginalised the Church in 
Sudan is, its presence widespread but in buildings tucked down in townships 
that surround the cities.  Over the last thirty years it has been harassed, and 
battered, with many members driven into exile, but in Sudan it continues to 
survive and rejoice.   

WAD MEDANI 

In Wad Medani, the old cathedral 
church in the centre had to close due 
to Covid restrictions.  After a month it 
was decided to open three out-
centres so that people could meet 
nearer their home.  As the cathedral 
reopened, what was one 
congregation in the centre is now 
four flourishing congregations.  
Extremely high inflation has caused 
the price of buses to become 
unaffordable except when necessary, 
and keeping the out-centres has 
proved to be a blessing for many.   

ARE THERE CHURCHES IN SUDAN? 
 by John Poole, CASSS Treasurer 

Photos: (top) Port Sudan—original mission chapel 

(above) Wad Medani Cathedral school  
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In White Nile State the talk is of new congregations that are “not many” 
which means maybe one hundred people gathering, and of a Shilluk 
congregation with five or six hundred members.  Eight pastors have been 
ordained for it, and there have been many confirmations. 

The front of the cathedral grounds has been transformed by the building of 
eleven shops and a larger store, paid for by Leeds Diocese, which are just 
beginning to be rented out to provide Wad Medani Diocese with income.  In 
an enlightened decision, rent from some of the shops is being reserved for 
the Mothers Union and Youth offices.  Within the grounds, the need for a 
training complex has been realised as the diocese tries to expand its service. 
There are a large number of unreached groups which it aims at reaching, 
needing workers trained in various ways to reach them with the gospel and 
extend Gods kingdom.  And there’s talk of an Area Bishop for Blue Nile to 
lead the church there. 

PORT SUDAN 

The cathedral compound has also been developed in Port Sudan through 
grants from Leeds Diocese.  In the midst of it the old MU kitchen is being 
turned into a full blown cafeteria to be open year round, providing income 
generation and a service to the community.  It will serve Sudanese food 
because no other local place is offering that menu.  The old café was only 
active during the month of Ramadan.  Customers love to come in because 
they are given a friendly reception by the MU workers.   

It used to be staffed just from Port Sudan but now women come in even 
from Kassala and Gedaref to share in the work.  This is strengthening their 
relationships, and they enjoy the spirituality of being together and sharing 

Church welcome 
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their stories.  The cafeteria provides much 
needed income to fund training, conferences 
and events.  Examples of seminars were ‘The 
role of a mother’ or ‘How women can act in 
the community’.  Literacy work continues, and 
there is a clear desire for freedom to express 
Christ. 

Bishop Abdu talked of his churches being in 
places of tribal conflict, and how he travels to 
those very places to provoke peace, moving 

towards the tension and not shrinking back.  He talked of children leaving 
school finding no work and becoming discontent: “a storm is coming to us” 
were his words.  He has always had a heart for the Beja people, 90% of 
whom are illiterate, living a rural life and suffering health problems.  For 
them he said he had a message of mercy.  It is a painful thing to him that 
many have no change of clothes, and washing them is not affordable.  Of 
what relief there is, there is no help for Christians or refugees. 

CASSS IN SUDAN 

It is remarkable that of the 200 poorest dioceses in the worldwide Anglican 
Communion, a third of them are in the Sudans.  We are committed to 
supporting the ministry and mission of some of the poorest globally.  It isn’t 
that we chose to work to empower the poor in the way that say Christian Aid 
does, but that is where our support lands, amongst a people struggling to 
know loving kindness in a harsh life.  Income tax in Sudan doesn’t start until 
the wage is £150 per month, and the top church workers in ECS receive 
about half that.   

It is hard to grasp what a 
long way we have to go.  
The Ugandan man saw 
me the next day and 
pressed US$100 on me 
as his gift to encourage 
the Church in Sudan. 

 

Drawing water from the well 

Kasala, Port Sudan Diocese 
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A long-term partner of CASSS, the 

Nuba Bible Institute Cairo (NBIC) 

has been in operation for 8 years, 

having been started by the Rev’d 

Jos Strengholt of St Michael’s 

Church, Heliopolis. The church is 

central to the Sudanese 

community in Cairo, of which there 

are many thousands.   

The Institute was started in 

response to the identified need, 

The Nuba Bible Institute, Cairo 
from a conversation with Rev’d Andy Wheeler, CASSS Trustee 

was previously Bishop of Kajo-Keji Diocese and is now working as Advisor to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury for Anglican Communion Affairs, based at Lambeth Palace 
in London.  It is very special for South Sudanese to see one of their own people 
working in such a high position in the international church, and also to know he is 
doing an excellent and respected job there.  

The reports of two dioceses celebrating the 100th anniversaries of their founding  
later in the magazine show churches which are growing and developing despite the 
difficulties, and often this is with joyous celebration. So this issue gives glimpses of a 
few of the many efforts being made by the church and communities, all working 
together towards bringing peace, stability, reconciliation, education, training, 
spiritual growth and maturity.  Please continue to pray and work with us especially 
for the leaders - for vision, energy, skilled advisors and workers and resources to 
transform the two nations, through the Church, into what God wants them to be.  

Thank you to all who are giving to, and praying for, CASSS.  Your contributions make 
it possible for us to continue to support the ECS and ECSS in all they are doing. 

May God bless you all, 

Pauline 

…. contd from page 3. 
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amongst Sudanese pastors in Cairo and beyond, for theological & leadership 

training.  The initial offering was a 3-year programme involving a mix of 

students & pastors, most of whom come from the Nuba Mountains, a 

strongly ECS-aligned area of Sudan.  In this area, a third of the population are 

Christians, with the ECS being the strongest church. Those from this area are 

generally members of the Moro tribe.   

The 3-year programme was originally a course that was run exclusively on 

Fridays and Saturdays, with students working intensively during those 2 days.  

During the remainder of the week, they would have local jobs that would 

enable them to fund their studies.    

Bonita Dirk, a Canadian, is the Director of NBIC and all courses are taught in 

Arabic.  Part time teachers have been sourced from Egypt, Sudan & beyond, 

with the standard of teaching being consistently high.  Andy Wheeler has 

been involved from the outset, teaching Sudanese church history, including 

the history of the church in the Nuba Mountains.  History has a much greater 

resonance in Sudan than in the UK, mainly related to the conflict of the last 

century and the oppression of the Khartoum government.  However, the 

effect of this has been to create many Christians, many of whom feel that 

they have joined a community with a significant heritage.  Andy commented 

on this as follows: 

‘Particularly as we reach more recent history, these [ideas] become quite 

personal and deeply engaged. They flow on into discussions of where 

Christian presence and witness in Sudan heads from where we are now.’ 

More recently, the Institute has found itself more heavily utilised.  A group 

from the United States, the Strategic Resource Group, has provided funding 

for an intensive 1-year course for church leaders from ECS and other 

churches.  This course takes place from Monday to Thursday and students’ 

living expenses are also funded.  Around 25 students have completed the 

first of these courses, which has just concluded.  As such, the college is now 

operational all week.   
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In October 2021, Caroline Welby, wife of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

visited the students of the Institute, in a session where she was acquainted 

with the conditions and challenges of the students. 

ECSS Province Update 

Photographs by Manyang Gabrial Kon, Provincial Communications Officer and Press 

Secretary to the Archbishop & Primate 

 

In the run up to the Lambeth Conference in August 2022, it has been a busy 

few months for the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.  November 2021 saw 

the ECSS General Synod take place 

at All Saints’ Cathedral, Juba under 

the theme of ‘Building the Church 

on a Strong Foundation’ (Matthew 

16:18).  Along with Bishops, Clergy 

& Laity, several members of the 

government were there, including 

Vice President Rebecca Nyandeng 

de Mabior, the widow of Dr John Garang de Mabior, as well as officials from 

the Anglican Communion Office in Lambeth. As well as a renewed call for 

peace and the full implementation of the Revitalised Agreement for the 

Resolution of Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan, there were 

acknowledgements of the need to care for the environment and the need to 

help those affected by recent flooding.  

 

100 years of Christianity in Lui 

The Lui Diocese Centenary was due to be celebrated last year but was 

postponed to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and finally took place on 

Monday, 20th December in Lui Cathedral.  As we reported in the Autumn 

ECSS General Synod 
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2019 edition of the Review, this celebration marks 100 years since Dr 

Kenneth & Nurse Eileen Fraser of CMS arrived at Lui on 22nd December, 

1920.   

In order to celebrate this extraordinary legacy, a series of events had been 

planned, including a memorial to the Frasers, the construction of a 

conference hall named after Eileen, a new museum and also a refurbishment 

of Lui Cathedral.  Of course, the pandemic intervened, but it was a joy to be 

able to celebrate a century of Christianity almost exactly a year later.  

 

Maridi also celebrates a 

centenary 

Not to be outdone, Maridi 

Diocese was also celebrating its 

100th anniversary. Celebrations 

took place from Thursday 27th to 

31st January, 2022, marking a 

century since the Rev’d William 

Haddow arrived alone in Maridi to plant the seed of the Gospel.  This was 

done with great sacrifice, when he died of Blackwater fever after contracting 

malaria, having baptised only 8 people into the Christian faith.  100 years 

later, Maridi lies at the centre of a diocese, comprising 7 archdeaconries, 17 

deaneries, 75 parishes, 103 clergy and over 70,000 Anglican Christians. 

Thousands of ordained and lay Christians gathered in St. John’s Cathedral in 

Maridi to celebrate a 100 years of gospel growth in the area. The Centenary 

Celebration was officially opened by the Primate of Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan, the Most Revd Dr. Justin Badi Arama. It began with a procession from 

the tomb of Rev’d Haddow to the Cathedral square, a distance of around 1 

mile, and finished with a communion service attended by over 4,000 people.   

The Minister of Cabinet Affairs, Dr. Benjamin Marial, represented the 

President of South Sudan at the gathering and the Governor of Western 

Equatoria State, Hon. Alfred Futiyo, also attended.    
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The Archbishop of 

South Sudan, the Most 

Rev’d Justin Badi 

Arama, has also been 

involved in a steady 

programme of events, 

including in his role as 

Bishop of Juba.  In 

May 2022, the 

Archbishop, along with 

the Assistant Bishop of 

Juba, The Rt Rev’d 

Jackson George Gabriel, led a confirmation service at St Philip’s Church, 

Mauna in the western end of Juba.  A hugely joyful occasion saw 188 

candidates of all ages confirmed.   

 

Guesthouse developments 

Extensively reported on in the last issue of the 

Review, progress continues on the 

Guesthouse, close to All Saints’ Cathedral.  A 

total of 31 rooms are now available for rent, 

including 8 in the newly built block.  Despite 

being centrally located, it is also quiet and 

offers excellent hospitality.  The rooms are 

seeing steadily increasing occupancy and the conference facilities offered by 

the Guesthouse are very busy, catering to various different groups.  In all, 

there is the capacity to host (and feed) 2 different groups at the same time.  

The restaurant has been back in action for some months and is invariably 

well used at lunchtime.   

CASSS has been pleased to be able to support the development of this 

project on an ongoing basis.     

Confirmation Service 

Conference facilities 



 

 

“Remember Pope 
Francis’ Kiss” Campaign 

to Foster Peace, Stability 
in South Sudan 

 

by Patrick Juma Wani, Association for 
Catholic Information in Africa 

 

A campaign dubbed “remember 
Pope Francis' Kiss for Peace” that 
was recently launched in South 
Sudan aims at challenging political 
leaders in the East-Central African 
nation to foster “peace and stability,” 
an activist involved in the campaign 
has said. 

On Sunday, April 10, members of the 
Community Empowerment for 
Progress Organization (CEPO) 
launched a campaign to recall the 
dramatic gesture in April 2019 when 
Pope Francis knelt and kissed the 
feet of President Salva Kiir and 
opposition leader Dr. Riek Machar 
among others. 

This was after a spiritual retreat that 
brought together the South 
Sudanese President, the opposition 
leader, Dr. Machar, and the widow of 
South Sudanese leader John Garang, 
Rebecca Nyandeng De Mabior, 
amongst other political and religious 
leaders from South Sudan. 

Reflections during the retreat had 
focused on the national anthem of 
South Sudan under the guidance of 

Archbishop John Baptist Odama of 
Uganda’s Gulu Archdiocese, and 
Jesuit Fr. Agbonkhianmeghe 
Orobator who was at the helm of the 
Conference of Major Superiors of 
Africa and Madagascar. 

In a report by Juba Monitor, the 
Executive Director of CEPO says the 
“Remember Pope Francis' Kiss for 
Peace” campaign seeks to encourage 
South Sudanese leaders to translate 
“Pope Francis kiss” into real peace. 

“This offers an opportunity for calling 
our leaders to take primary 
responsibility of making peace and 
stability prevail in the country,” 

Credit: Vatican Media 



 

 

Edmond Yakani has been quoted as 
saying in the report. 

The CEPO official notes that “citizens 
of South Sudan have suffered a lot 
from violence. It is time for the 
citizens to feel peace and stability 
through the kiss of His Holiness Pope 
Francis.” 

Three years since Pope Francis 
showed the dramatic gesture of 
humility by kneeling and kissing the 
feet of South Sudan leaders, the East-
Central African nation is yet to 
achieve true peace, the CEPO official 
says. 

During the April 2019 encounter at 
the Vatican, the Pope pleaded with 
President Kiir, rebel leader Machar, 
and other political leaders present to 
cultivate peace saying, “I am asking 
you as a brother to stay in peace. I 
am asking you with my heart, let us 
go forward. There will be many 
problems but they will not overcome 
us. Resolve your problems.” 

“Our assessment of His Holiness' kiss 
on our leaders’ feet is, our leaders 

have not honoured the gesture of His 
Holiness Pope Francis on their feet,” 
Mr. Yakani says. 

Pope Francis is scheduled to arrive in 
South Sudan on 5th July in his two-
African-nation ecumenical trip that is 
to begin in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) on 2nd July.  The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most 
Rev’d Justin Welby, and the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
The Rt Hon Lord Wallace of 
Tankerness QC, are reportedly 
expected to join Pope Francis for the 
South Sudan ecumenical visit. 

“Remember Pope Francis' kiss for 
peace campaign will also be an 
opportunity to mobilize the citizens 
for the massive reception of a joint 
visit of His Holiness Pope Francis and 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
to South Sudan,” Mr. Yakani says. 

He says the ecumenical visit “should 
be a blessing to our country for the 
realisation of peace.” 

Delegation of South Sudan political leaders at the Vatican with Pope Francis in April 2019. 

Credit: Vatican Media  
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Liwolo is a relatively new diocese in South Sudan, close to Kajo-Keji.  Its 

bishop is the Rt Rev’d Joseph Aba Nicanor Duduka.  Since he was appointed 

in 2017, Bishop Joseph has been ministering to a community that has been 

widely dispersed into far flung places due to ongoing instability, caused not 

only by ongoing skirmishing between political factions but also by the 

presence of cattle herders, who are seeking areas for their herds to graze.   

The largest part of his diocese (around 80%) is in exile in northern 

Uganda.  Those who have remained in South Sudan have been forced away 

from the main towns and now live in the bush, clustering together for 

security.   With the Diocese’s main office now moved to the vicinity of Arua, 

Uganda, this has become the focus of activities.   With the help of Christian 

Relief and Education in Southern Sudan (CRESS UK), a charity based near 

Salisbury, various development projects have been started to help those in 

exile.   

        

  The Diocese of Liwolo 
       A church community (partly) in exile   

Photo: Bishop Joseph preaching in  

Morsak-Dibe parish  
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CRESS UK supports the running of a variety of microfinance projects. These 

encourage saving, assisting in setting up small businesses and microfinance 

group members helping each other out in time of need.  CRESS UK also 

supports a clinic located at the border.   

However, many still remain in South Sudan, hiding in the bush away from the 

former towns and larger villages which are occupied by soldiers and cattle 

herders.  In March of this year, Bishop Joseph along with 5 senior clergy 

made a visit to these isolated church communities in 4 specific areas of the 

diocese; Sokare, Kendiri, Mangalotore and Keriwa.    

Photo: Bishop Joseph and Rev Joel Abate prepare to camp  

during their ministry visit to South Sudan  

In an extract from his journal from that visit, Bishop Joseph recorded the 

following:  

‘On Wednesday 9th March, 2022, Mangalotore parish was for the very first 

time after 5 dark years open for prayers. The vicar, Rev Cecilia Kiden, lay 

readers and other church workers, were there early in the morning, with 

cleaning tears of joy to [welcome us] back to this holy place of worship. We 

studied the word from Acts 12, and the word of God drew us to our knees, 

repentance, worship and we pleaded for God’s mercy, forgiveness and for 

God to heal the land. We prayed for the blessings of God on the land and the 
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people in Deuteronomy 28:1-14. During our prayer, we received cool wind 

blowing from the north to the south of the land, the sign of God’s presence 

in our midst and in the land of Liwolo (1Kings19:12b). We glorify God!!!’  

Bishop Joseph also has a personal ministry to politicians & soldiers, in the 

pursuit of peace in the country of South Sudan as a whole.  He regularly 

meets one-to-one to listen to their story and share the Gospel with them, 

before praying for them and then presenting them with a copy of the 

Bible.  By doing this, he has been able to access more senior politicians in 

particular.  In May 2022, he met with the Governor of Central Equatoria 

State, Emmanuel Adil Anthony.  He has also appointed a chaplain, Canon Dr 

James Young (who is also Academic Dean of the Episcopal University), to help 

him in his ministry.    Bishop Joseph says that his mission is to:  

‘do what God has put into my heart for the Glory of God.’    

While security has greatly improved, cattle herders are still present in large 

areas of the diocese and the situation is still volatile.  Also, refugees in 

Uganda are now no longer able to be supported by the UN, making the 

future there uncertain.   

The biggest challenges are how to relocate the 

diocese to South Sudan from where they are in 

Uganda.  Also, many buildings have been 

destroyed in the violence and rebuilding these 

will require significant resources.    

A special request for prayer is for the ministry to 

political & military leaders.    

CASSS Trustee Wendy Fry recently visited the 

Diocese of Liwolo in Uganda.  ‘It was a real 

privilege to spend a fortnight with you and your people,’ she told Bishop 

Joseph when they met in Juba in May.        

Wendy & Bishop Joseph 
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The new director of the ECS Bible Translation 
Department in Khartoum, Rev. Canon Nabil 
Abdalla, took over that role in January after 
the last director, Canon Fajak Avajani, 
became Assistant Bishop of Khartoum. He 
sends the following update: 

“Please pray for a good and healthy mind and 
wisdom for me as I lead the Department.   

We hope the New Testament in the Burun 
language can be completed very soon.  Pray 
for Bishop Samaan Frajalla and his team members as they correct spelling 
mistakes, check the key Christian terms, and prepare the computer files for 
typesetting. 

The whole Bible in the Tira language is currently being typeset ready for 
printing and we pray that it goes well to the end. 

Praise God that the audio recording of the Tira New Testament is finished and 
recording of the Lumun New Testament is under way.  Then we will record 
the Katcha and Laru New Testaments.   

New projects that we hope to start are: Old Testament translations in Laru, 
Katcha, Lumun and Heiban languages and the New Testament in Shwai.  
People from a number of other languages in Sudan are also interested in 
starting Bible translation.   

We thank God that the Toco translators have completed a book of Bible 
stories and it has been checked and approved by Bishop Fajak.  The team 
wants to travel home to the Nuba Mountains to encourage their people to 
read and write their language. 

It's getting hot here and power cuts, internet instability plus demonstrations 
make our work difficult.  Our staff and translators finish work in the middle of 
the day to avoid demonstrations and to be at home. 

Thank you for your prayers for the work of Bible translation in Sudan.  One of 
the Department prayer requests is the need for peace and stability in the 
country. From 2019 to 2022 there have been demonstrations every day.”   

 ECS Bible Translation Department 

Rev. Canon Nabil Abdalla 
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Article by Jonathan Martin, Fundraising and Communications 
Team, Friends of Ibba Girls’ School  

 

In the newly independent South Sudan, a rural community in Western 
Equatoria State had a vision for building a better future, addressing gender 
inequality, and healing the wounds of decades of conflict. Only one woman 
from Ibba had ever finished secondary school – girls needed safer, 
sustainable access to education. Calling for financial support and expertise 
from contacts in the UK, the seeds were sown to launch a school for girls. 
Based on Christian values and committed to ecumenical collaboration while 
open to students of all faiths and none, Ibba Girls’ Boarding School is truly a 
community school, bridging across divisions and welcoming girls of any 
background to enable them to gain quality education beyond the age of 10 
(the typical school leaving age in South Sudan).  

In 2014, on formerly virgin forest land donated by the community, the school 
welcomed its first cohort of 40 girls into Primary 4. This year, 2022, that class 
will complete Secondary 4, the final year of secondary. That milestone is a 
testament to the hard work of the girls, teachers, support staff, and 
community, as well as to the commitment of the international donors. The 

 

Community Vision and International Support  
Empowering Disadvantaged Girls  



19 

 

school now caters for just over 300 girls from across Western Equatoria (a 
catchment area the size of Scotland). We are thankful to God for making in 
IGBS an island of peace and cooperation within the sea of political, economic, 
and social turbulence in wider South Sudan.  

By the grace of God, IGBS has persevered through numerous challenges. It 
was a real blow when the national lockdown in March 2020 forced the school 
to miss teaching days for the first time in its history. During that time the 
former head was unable to return to lead the school.  However, the school is 
now back on its feet after that long year.  

The school has now appointed a new headteacher, Kenyi Emmanuel Taban. 
With strong experience as a headteacher and having worked for Windle Trust 
International (a UK charity 
working in South Sudan to 
provide education), he is 
championing the vision of 
IGBS and bringing fresh ideas 
for how to give the girl 
students a high quality and 
rounded education, both 
curricular and 
extracurricular. In addition to 
educating 300+ girls, the 
benefits of IGBS spread to 
families - for example, 
students teaching their 
siblings unable to go to 
school, and the school 
providing employment for 
around 40 staff.  

The Most Rev’d Samuel Peni, 
the ECSS Archbishop of 
Western Equatoria, who 
recently became a trustee of 
IGBS, played a key role in the 
recruitment of Mr Taban.  

Photos: (opposite)  The assembly hall is a focal point 

of life on campus, hosting meals, exams, and prayers. 

(above)  Head Mr Taban (left) with a class of girl  

students and teachers Uyaka (centre) and Fabiano 

(right). 

Girl students revising in the tree-shade. 



 

 

“For a nation to love development, rather than destruction through war,” he 
says, “there is a need for education.” Archbishop Samuel’s vision for 
promoting peace through education and joint working between 
denominations is motivating and uplifting.  

Education and gender equality remain urgent needs in South Sudan. Only 
35% of South Sudan’s population is literate, and the rate for women is lower 
still at 29% (Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics). Girls face numerous 

hurdles. Many must walk long 
distances to get to class or are 
burdened with the care of 
siblings, farming, cooking, or 
fetching water. Girls get 
overlooked in favour of boys. 
Tragically, many girls face 
violence or forced early 
marriage.  

IGBS is a beacon for Western 
Equatoria State, and even the 
whole of South Sudan, of a way 
forward which values, protects 
and empowers girls. Voices like 
Mr Taban and Archbishop 
Samuel are helping to change 
attitudes. The girl students of 
IGBS are growing into 
educated women who can lift 
whole communities, lead vital 
development and speak out for   
peace.  

 

To find out more about the work, you might like to sign up for the prayer 
letters or newsletters by contacting FIGS at connect@friendsofibba.org.   

Thank you, and God bless.  

As a boarding school, IGBS provides a safe 

environment for the girls to live and learn.  



 

 

Political Update – from the Salisbury Sudans 
Quarterly Bulletin (April 2022) 

 

SUDAN  

The reimposition of military rule under General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan has 
shut off aid support from most western countries. The General’s decision to 
endorse Russia’s action against Ukraine in the UN Security Council, and his 
agreement to provide docking facilities for the Russian Navy on the Red Sea 
near Port Sudan, have further reduced the likelihood of financial or aid 
support. With poor harvests, economic crisis and internal conflict, the future 
for people of all faiths in Sudan looks increasingly bleak. Protests in 
Khartoum continue, still with fatalities. The World Food Programme warns 
that more than 18 million people, almost half the population, may face acute 
hunger by this autumn. Archbishop Ezekiel, who has led the Episcopal Church 
of Sudan since 2014 is expected to retire later this year.  

SOUTH SUDAN  
Ethnic fighting continues in the Equatorias, Bahr el Ghazal and elsewhere. 
The UN’s Human Rights Council has recently reported that the situation in 
the country remains ‘incredibly grave’ and that it had ‘reasonable grounds to 
believe that members of the Government of South Sudan have engaged in 
activities amounting to war crimes’ in the southwestern districts of Central 
Equatoria and Western Equatoria. Many Deaneries and Churches in our 
Diocese have links to these areas. 

 

A prayer for the Sudans 

God our Father, whose son Jesus Christ wept over your people who knew not the 

way of peace, and were as sheep without a shepherd, hear our prayer for the people 

of the Sudans. Turn the hearts of their leaders to reconciliation and peace. Bless their 

Archbishops and clergy, that they may be true shepherds of your flock. Strengthen 

those who heal the wounded and feed the hungry. Hasten the time when all nations 

will own your just and gentle rule and receive your gift of peace, in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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OUR FUNDING IN 2021 
by John Poole, Honorary Treasurer, CASSS  

  

Last year, our funds increased substantially due to a legacy received 

from the estate of Derryan Paul, and the value of our investments 

rebounding from the previous year’s low.  Holding this increase in our 

reserves benefits the church in the Sudans as we hold it in hard 

currency whilst the value of their currency is falling.    

Our hope is to use these resources to help the Church in Sudan (ECS) 

and in South Sudan (ECSS) take steps towards being self-sufficient, 

and in 2021 we began making capital grants to ECSS.  The business 

plan for a similar scheme in Khartoum is expected, for our 

evaluation.    

Our normal income from donations rose slightly, but that was because 

much effort was put into getting our Gift Aid claims up to date, with 

more tax recovered.  Income from sales of mint stamps brought in 

£4,430 profit, a bit down from last year, reflecting we think the 

continuing effects of Covid.  Profit to us is about 19% of the value of 

the stamps sold, and we encourage members to buy stamps from our 

team.  

The core grants we give are to keep ECS & ECSS offices running, 

enabling bishops to lead their dioceses, helping the church there to 

keep functioning, centres of stability whilst their nations are being 

shaken.  We gave significantly more than the ordinary income 

received, which we can do because of our reserves, sending roughly 

20% to ECS and 80% to ECSS.    

In addition, because of our particular knowledge and expertise we 

have continued to manage funding for ECS from the Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s Anglican Communion Fund.  We also received project 

funding from Mary Sumner House and Wycliffe Germany for work in 
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Sudan, and special funding for work in Abyei.   Bursary grants were 

given for students from Yei and Omdurman.    

Copies of our full accounts will be available soon from the Charity 

Commission website, at the AGM on Thursday June 16th,  

or on request from our Treasurer.  

SUMMARY OF OUR GENERAL FUND  2021 

   

INCOME  

£25,170 From donations 

£4,430 Net income from selling stamps 

£17,540 Interest and dividends received 

£47,140    total normal income 

£200,250 Legacies 

£69,350 Investments gain in value 

£319,210  

  

EXPENDITURE  

£57,780 Core grants to ECS & ECSS 

£6,690 Our magazine & website 

£64,470  

Much delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 15th Lambeth Conference is 

finally due to take place from 26 July to 8th August, 2022.  Plans for looking after 

bishops and their spouses from Sudan & South Sudan continue apace – with hosting 

now happening after the Canterbury event. The guests are being brought to 

Salisbury on the 8th and are due to stay until the 12th or 13th August with a meet 

and greet event on the afternoon of Monday, 8th August, including a meal and 

Evensong in the Cathedral, before joining their hosts. Some bishops may be in the 

UK somewhat longer as they liaise with friends and supporters.    
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Introduction 

After an exceptional 2020, during 
which we saw turnover of around 
£30,006 (an increase of 23%) over 
the previous year, we had a much 
quieter time in 2021, with turnover 
slipping back to £22,029.  In line with 
this fall in business, our net surplus 
also fell, to £4,304 from £5,557.   

Our customers continued to be 
happy with our service, and over the 
year they collectively rounded up 
their invoices, and paid for our 
postage, to the tune of £785, for 
which we are hugely grateful.  

The Post Office/Royal Mail 

The recent announcement that Royal 
Mail is responding to the flood of 
fake stamps from overseas by 
beginning to ‘barcode’ stamps later 
this year is perhaps another sign of 
the Post Office being more proactive 
in protecting their business. 

The number of orders received in 

February and March 
this year has halved 
compared to last 
year, probably 
due to this latest 
development.  As 
soon as we received 
clarification from Royal Mail that 
commemorative stamps were not 
affected (only those carrying the 
Queen’s Head, and Christmas stamps 
are subject to barcoding), we 
informed our customers.  

Stamp price increases 

This has been happening at a time of 
sharp increases in stamp prices – the 
price of a first-class stamp has risen 
from 76p in 2020 to 95p from 1st 
April this year.  The increase in 
second class has been more modest, 
from 65p to 68p over the same 
period. 

Acknowledgements 
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1st
  

In order to claim an extra 25p for every £1 you donate you simply need to complete 

a declaration. If you are not sure if we have a declaration from you, it would be very 

helpful if you could email Wendy Fry at giftaid@casss.org.uk to check.  

Gift aid has the potential to increase relevant donations by 25%, so is significant in 

blessing our brothers and sisters in the Sudans. Thank you!  

AGM 2022 

 

The Annual General Meeting of  

The Church Association for Sudan & 

South Sudan (CASSS) will be held at  

12.00noon on Thursday 16th June  

at St Andrew's Church, Short Street, Waterloo, London SE1 8LJ.   

All members and subscribers are welcome.  There will be a series 

of updates on the situation in Sudan and South Sudan from those 

who have recently visited.  

A Zoom option is available for those unable to attend in person.  

Please register for the Zoom option by e-mailing  

info@casss.org.uk by Wednesday 8 June, 2022.  

We look forward to welcoming you! 

mailto:giftaid@casss.org.uk
mailto:info@casss.org.uk


 

 

 

 - Obituary -  

The Very Rev’d Daniel Musa 

by the Rev’d Anne Russell,  
Sudan Link 

 

With great sadness, we heard in 
April of the death of the Very Revd 
Daniel Musa, Dean of All Saints’ 
Cathedral Khartoum, following a 
short illness.  This is very sad news 
indeed and devastating for the 
Episcopal Church of Sudan. He 
leaves his wife, Siham, and a young 
family.  

Dean Daniel was a great friend to 
the Sudan Link, a tall striking figure, 
an ever-patient host for Leeds 
visitors, the best-ever interpreter 
and more importantly a wise and 
experienced advisor and servant for 
the Church over many years. He was 
previously the Diocesan Secretary 
for many years.  

In a post on social media, the 
Archbishop of Sudan, the Most Rev’d 
Ezekiel Kondo said: 

‘I would like to thank who have been 
praying for The Very Revd Daniel 
Musa since he felt sick in November 
2021 until his death today 16 April 
2022. Thanks to the Province of 
Alexandria and the Diocese of Egypt 
under the Leadership of Archbishop 
Dr Samy and Revd Yasir Kuku, 
Assistant to the Bishop on Sudanese 
Affairs in Cairo for the pastoral and 
medical care accorded to Dean 
Daniel since December last year. I 
would also want to thank the 
Sudanese Community in Egypt who 
stood with Daniel during the time of 
need. You have done all you could to 
save his life but God has His final 
word. May the good Lord bless you 
for His glory. 

Thanks to our Link-Dioceses of Leeds 
and Salisbury for their prayer 
support, especially the Leeds Diocese 
who contributed generously for 
Daniel's medical treatment. 

Thanks to all those who came to pay 
condolences to the family and to the 
Episcopal Church of Sudan. Some 
were able to pay condolences 
through social media and by 
telephone.  Thank you ever so much.’ 
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 THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION FOR SUDAN & SOUTH SUDAN 
Registered Charity No 1180881.  

DONATIONS 

Donations for support of the churches in Sudan and South Sudan are always 
welcome.  If you donate £20 or more per year and let us have your address  

we will send you the SUDAN CHURCH REVIEW twice yearly.  

Donations may be made by bank transfer to:  
Barclays Bank, sort code 20-76-92, account no. 63265064  

If you need a Standing Order form, please complete and send the form below.   

For donations by cheque please complete the form below and send it with your 
cheque, made out to CASSS.  

To the Hon. Treasurer, CASSS:  

Mr John Poole, 23 Leylands Lane, Bradford, BD9 5PX 

(treasurer@casss.org.uk) 

NAME:         _____________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:   _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

POSTCODE:__________________  E-MAIL: ____________________________________ 

❑   Please send me a Standing Order form for regular gifts through my bank  

GIFT AID (tick the relevant box):  

❑  I would like CASSS to reclaim the tax on this and any eligible donations that I may make in 
the future or have made in the past 4 years.  I understand that I need to pay enough Income 
Tax or Capital Gains Tax in each tax  year to cover the Gift Aid claimed on all my donations. I 
will notify CASSS if I wish to cancel this declaration.  

❑  I am not a UK taxpayer  

SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________ Date :_______________ 

Your data:  For those who receive our communications or who make donations with Gift Aid, 
CASSS needs to hold limited personal information, such as name and address, in order to keep 
you informed and confirm legal requirements.  We promise to keep your details safe and 
never to use them, or provide them to any third party, other than for CASSS purposes.  
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Libya 

Chad 

Central 

African 

Republic 

Democratic 

Republic 

of Congo 

Uganda 

Kenya 

Ethiopia 

Eritrea 

For contact details for the Provinces and Dioceses for the  

Episcopal Church of Sudan (ECS) & the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan (ECSS) see ‘About the churches’ on the website. 

www.casss.org.uk 
 


